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Preface

ANALYOMEN — Perspectives in Analytical Philosophy was GAP’s first
congress. GAP, in turn, is the Gesellschaft fiir Analytische Philosophie,
founded in Betlin in 1990. ANALYOMEN took place at the Universitit
des Saarlandes in Saarbriicken, October 9—12, 1991. The congress and its
selected proceedings are intended to exemplify, and to reflect upon, the
present and future role and nature of analytic philosophy. Georg Henrik
von Wright’s opening lecture addressed these questions explicitly, and
provided, at the same time, a survey of their historical background. In an
open section, and [specialist] sections on logic, epistemology, philosophy
of science, philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, and practical
philosophy, philosophers from all over the world reported on what it is
that they are doing, and how they do it.

ANALYOMEN’s selected proceedings are “selected” in two com-
pletely different respects. First, some speakers themselves selected by
deciding not to submit the papers they read at the conference. There are
various reasons for this, and most of them have nothing to do with the
quality of the material; one frequent reason, and a perfectly legitimate one,
is that the material presented at ANALYOMEN had already been pub-
lished, or submitted, elsewhere. Second, a jury, elected by GAP’s managing
committee, selected among the papers that were submitted.

ANALYOMEN's selected proceedings open de Gruyter’s series Per-
spectives in Analytic Philosophy|Perspektiven der Analytischen Philosphie. A
workshop on rational choice was part of ANALYOMEN, and its pro-
ceedings, Praktische Rationalitit, edited by Julian Nida-Riimelin und Ulla
Wessels, will also be published in this series.

ANALYOMEN also provided the context for GAP’s first regular
general meeting. An appendix to the present volume provides information
on GAP’s genesis, aims, and perspectives.

ANALYOMEN was subsidized by: Deautsche Forschungsgemeinschaft,
Wissenschaftsministerium des Saarlandes, Universitit des Saarlandes, Freunde der
Universitit des Saarlandes, and Rechtsanwalt Wilhelm Bick. The congress
could not have taken place without these subsidies, and GAP is grateful
to all these institutions and to Mr Bick.

ANALYOMEN benefited from many people’s support: Christoph
Fehige invested a considerable amount of good thinking, and many of his
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ideas have shaped the project; preparing the congress and running it
smoothly would not have been possible without Barbara Kohl’s energy
and initiative; Klaus Peter Rippe contributed in numerous respects; Karina
Bauer, Christoph Ernestus, Bernd Hoffmann, Frank Kiefer, Volker Schop-
fer, Sebastian Varges und Claudia Villiger helped with the organization,
especially during the days of the conference; in Saarbriicken, the pro-
gramme could not have been run, and the schedule not obeyed, without
the help of the chairs of the sections; various members of GAP as well as
other participants came forward with helpful suggestions and initiatives;
after the conference, the jury that had to select among the submitted
papers faced a difficult task; many of the authors who are not English
native speakers followed the editors’ call for contributions written in
English, and thus helped making this volume accessible to the international
academic community. We are grateful to everybody for their support.

Georg Meggle & Ulla Wessels
Saarbriicken, July 1992
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